[image: ]
Dear PECC Members,
Over the past couple months we have been developing a series of programs geared towards parents, providers, and young children and are excited for another educational and fun year. We continue to acknowledge and appreciate member’s time and schedules and aim to offer meetings, workshops, and activity times that work for many people.
The PECC Meetings will be held three times this year. Everyone is invited to this meeting where we hope to conduct Council business, share advice, discuss experiences, and move forward the work that we are doing with young children.  
September 30, January 13, and March 9    4:30-5:30 PM  at Portland Youth Services
September 30th is the first PECC meeting.  After the meeting we will be hosting a fun ZENTANGLING evening for everyone to get a chance to relax, chat, and learn about a new art/meditation form.  This will start right at 5:45 after the meeting and will include all materials and snacks.  All are welcome!
In addition to these two large PECC business meetings, the Council will be hosting Parent Conversations and Family Fun events throughout the year.  Our goal is to find times for parents and caregivers in the community to receive information, share their ideas, and have fun with their families.  These events will be held both during the day and evening to accommodate everyone’s schedules. 
We are currently working on a fall workshop for Parents and Teachers and will be in touch when that is scheduled.  If anyone has any leads or resources for local speakers, please let me know!
October 14  6:30-8:00PM  Hello Families!- A Guide on Family Engagement in the Preschool Classroom  All professionals are welcome to attend this workshop offered through UCONN by Bethanne Vergean, Early Childhood Specialist and Trainer.  This training will review the importance of establishing meaningful family relationships and engagement in children’s early learning programs and how engaging families can support school readiness and later academic success.  Many resources and handouts will be provided.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Early Childhood Council is a community initiative and we need your support and expertise in order to provide top notch programming and opportunities to the Early Childhood Community.  Please consider attending these important meetings and encouraging others in the community to do the same.  Please provide me with your name and e-mail to be added to our mailing list.
Thank you,     Allison Behnke, PECC Coordinator     earlychildhoodcouncil@portlandct.org  860-342-6758
Please visit us www.portlanct.org  Youth Services and “like” our Face Book page- Portland Early Childhood Council
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